
Greetings to all, 

 

We will again be using the EZRA system provided by the General Council on Finance and 

Administration (GCFA) that we used in 2013. The EZRA system is very user friendly and is fairly 

easy to navigate. The link for reporting the 2013 statistics will be on the conference website and will 

be opened January 1, 2014, and will close on January 31, 2014. All reports are to be in by that 

deadline.  

 

In addition, this year I will be on a mission trip in mid-February.  All reports need to be submitted 

before I leave in order to have an accurate record for David Stotts to add the information from the 

conference system. The district statisticians will provide a list to the district superintendents of those 

who fail to file before the deadline. Any reports not in by that time will have to be entered by the 

district statisticians. After February 7, they will have to go through the conference statistician who 

will contact your district office and the bishop’s office. The statistics have to be reviewed, edited and 

then assimilated to a completely different format before being submitted to GCFA.   

 

Please remember that these are not merely numbers but they are a record of activity of Christian 

people fulfilling their work in the local church. It is the only real snapshot we get of the church in 

any form or fashion. Please take this endeavor seriously. You may need accurate local church 

information, especially during appointment making season. 

  

Instructions For Local Church 

 

The log in will be on the conference website which is the same as last year.  The user names and 

passwords have been reset.  You will use your six-digit GCFA number for your username. This 

number can be found on your mission shares statement. The first time that you log in, you will use 

000760 as the password.  Then you will then be prompted to change your password.   

 

The password must be six characters in length.  We suggest that you use the four-digit local church 

number (five-digit if you are in the Tupelo or West Jackson district) proceeded by two zeroes (one if 

you are in the Tupelo or West Jackson district). 

 

The form has the same design as last year but there are a few line changes for the new quadrennium. 

Instructions for each line can be found by hovering over the question mark.  Line 1 is entered for you 

and this number CANNOT be changed. Different from last year is that Line 9 automatically 

calculates.  Be sure that you verify that line 9 is correct and agrees with your membership roll by 

double checking lines 1 through 8. Additionally, the total on line 9 should equal the total of 9.h plus 

9.i.   Lines 15-18 must equal line 19.  

 

Lines 48 through 57 are now the line items used to calculate your conference mission shares for 2015 

and 2016. Please be certain that these entries are double checked. You may be asked if the lines are 

correct multiple times by your district statistician, your conference statistician and by David Stotts. 

 



Make sure you complete table three. This table simply reports the funding sources for the ministries 

in the previous two tables.  They are not tied in any fashion to the amount of mission shares you will 

pay.  The table merely illustrates the total picture of the spiritual journey of the church.  Each local 

church sets a budget every year.  That budget is dependent on a funding source.  All that is reported 

is where God provided. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and faithfulness. I would also like to thank the staff of statisticians, 

district secretaries, superintendents, David Stotts and Bishop Swanson.  I look forward to speaking 

with many of you and hearing and seeing your stories in numbers of what your local church has 

done.  You can contact me by calling 662-983-0574 or sending an email to 

rwilburn62285@gmail.com.   

 

We will mail this information to those who do not have computers and internet connections.  If you 

know someone without a computer, please feel free to print and share this information with them so 

they can get started as soon as possible.  

 

Peace and joy and love, 

 

Rex Wilburn 

Conference Statistician 
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